
It was to an audience packed to capacity that St Andrews Chorus performed their 
Spring concert at the Younger Hall, joined, for the first time, by St Andrews 
Chamber Orchestra.  The programme comprised two substantial works, both 
new and old; Paul Mealor’s Crucifixus and Beethoven’s Symphony No 9. 
 
The Crucifixus is one of the most recent works by Paul Mealor, who rose to 
prominence in 2011 when his motet Ubi Caritas et Amor was commissioned for 
the royal wedding of Prince William and Catherine Middleton. While at times the 
Chorus could have done more to achieve the control and subtlety demanded of 
this largely gentle, still work, for the most part this was well executed and the 2nd 
movement ‘Your Silence is Stillness’ was particularly moving. The Chamber 
Orchestra gave a strong performance throughout, with special mention to the 
strings and percussion who performed pivotal roles, while Ben McAteer (bass) 
gave a laudable, understated, performance in his role of Jesus, the sections of 
plainchant being especially arresting. 
 
Beethoven’s Choral Symphony in fact only makes use of the human voice in the 
final movement, so attention after the interval was initially directed to the 
Chamber Orchestra. The Orchestra was most impressive, cohesive and polished 
in the second movement, which had delightful dynamic contrasts and rhythmic 
urgency throughout. The 3rd movement had a few intonation difficulties, but was 
lyrical nonetheless. The final movement starts with the familiar ‘Ode To Joy’ 
theme, which gradually moved through the registers of the orchestra until it was 
taken up by the bass soloist (McAteer), and eventually by the chorus and the rest 
of the accomplished quartet of soloists.  This was where the Chorus came into its 
own.  There was a commitment to what they were singing, perhaps lacking in 
parts of Mealor (for example, the Allelujahs in the final movement) and they 
performed with vigour.  Each new entry was accurate and decisive, and there 
was a strong and competent bass section underpinning it all.  All in all, a very 
enjoyable and positive end to the evening. 
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